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SEWARD WINTER FROLIC
& ART CRAWL, DEC 1-3
SEWARD RECOGNIZED
AS ONE OF AMERICA’S
GREAT PLACES
SNG 2017
YEAR-IN REVIEW
SPREAD JOY FUND
WINNER FOR 2017
NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS,
GREAT READS AND
ANNUAL MEETING RECAP
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Congratulations Jinaa Lane!

The Seward Profile, a quarterly publication
of the Seward Neighborhood Group (SNG),
strives to keep neighborhood residents,
businesses, property owners and organizations
informed of what’s happening in Seward
and assist SNG in building and sustaining
a strong, diverse, and vibrant community.
As a typical Seward endeavor, the Profile
relies on volunteers to plan each issue,
create copy, sell ads, and prepare the
printed edition for mailing. We welcome
your suggestions and would welcome your
time and energy even more.
To get involved, contact us at profile@sng.org
or Seward Profile, 2323 E. Franklin Avenue,
Minneapolis, 55406.

Upcoming issue and deadline
Spring issue 2018
Copy and advertising deadline:
Friday, February 9, 2018
In homes and businesses:
February 22-26, 2018
If you or someone you know would like a
written translation of the Profile Quarterly,
please contact profile@sng.org or call
612-338-6205.
Editors and Staff Writers, and Volunteers:
Kerry, Liza, Marilyn, Bruce, Peter, Elina,
Sheldon, Michelle and Shaina
Design: Marne

The Seward Spread Joy Fund (SSJF) has been made available by an anonymous
donor for distribution by the Seward Neighborhood Group. The SSJF is intended
to help create unique and lasting experiences for members of the community.
Each year the SSJF will award a grant of up to $1,000 to a Seward resident
who yearns to do something that is just beyond their budget.
This year’s recipient is Jinaa Lane. Jinaa plans to use the funds to obtain
certification for Zumba and Boxing Fusion to conduct exercise classes. She
would also like to facilitate a 12 week weight management program which
includes nutrition, cooking and fitness education within Seward to promote
healthy living and community connectivity.

seward winter frolic kick-off!

The 19th
Annual Seward
Winter Frolic &
Art Crawl
is the
place to be!
Don’t miss the
excitement!

Friday, Dec. 1, 6:30-9 PM
PLAYWRIGHT’S CENTER
2301 E. Franklin Ave.,
Minneapolis, MN 55406
$15 per person
All proceeds go to Seward
Neighborhood Group

Enjoy Seward’s writers and performance artists, and experience
great food and wine from Seward businesses.
Master of Ceremonies: Denise Rouleau and Babs Shelton
The talented lineup includes:
Music by the Shrewd Mammals
Hip Hop artist Tufawon
Turkish dance group Dans Askina
Writers Rosann Lloyd and Caren Stelson
Dance soloist Renee Szudy

www.SewardArts.org

Our Annual “Taste of Seward” Get-Together

An incredible night to celebrate Seward and welcome new and re-elected SNG board
members! Over 100 Seward neighbors gathered to celebrate the beautiful community
that makes Seward special. We “broke bread” with our friends, shopped at our annual
silent auction, and elected a new slate of directors:. Omar Mohamed, Julie Madden,
and Mohamud Dulyadeyn join re-elected incumbents Hanna Epstein, Peter Fleck,
Lauren Kramer, Garrett Peterson, Shell Collins and Marne Zafar. We say goodbye and
many thanks for your service to Tariku Belay, Abdiasis Hirsi and Ashley Frietag! And
most exciting: Seward was named one of 15 Great Places in America; read all about
this on page 3!

E-mail: profile@SNG.org
Printer: Smart Set
Discover all
that is Seward
at www.sng.org
Photos: Liza Davitch
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Minneapolis’ Seward Neighborhood
Named One of 15 Great Places in America
by the American Planning Association!
The American Planning Association (APA) announced in October that the Seward
Neighborhood was one of five Great Neighborhoods on their annual Great Places
in America list. Seward was named along with 14 other great places marking the
kick-off of the organization’s National Community Planning Month celebration.
APA’s Great Places in America program, celebrating its 10th anniversary this year, recognizes streets, neighborhoods, and public spaces in the
United States demonstrating exceptional character, quality, and planning—attributes that enrich communities, facilitate economic growth, and
inspire others around the country. The Great Neighborhoods, Great Streets, and Great Public Spaces of 2017 are places that are unique and
exemplary in their amenities and infrastructure, cultural identity, and use of sustainable and innovative practices. “The neighborhoods recognized
this year are proof that planning creates more vibrant, equitable, healthy neighborhoods,” said Cynthia Bowen, AICP, president of APA. “Through
dedicated, community-wide engagement efforts, this year’s designees are creating better places for all, and setting an example for other neighborhoods nationwide.”
Seward has established itself as a diverse, inclusive, green neighborhood. Affordable housing developments, food co-ops, and connections to
regional parks and trails demonstrate how a community can improve the quality of life for all. Recognizing that community residents represent
a variety of ideas and backgrounds, Seward takes immense pride in supporting and cultivating diversity, which is reflected in its Affirmative
Inclusion Statement – “All are welcome here.”
“Seward is an incredible neighborhood, one that I have been fortunate enough call home for almost thirty years along with a
wonderfully diverse mix of neighbors with different backgrounds, incomes and cultures, and a unique and treasured blend of
different businesses and institutions,” said Council Member Cam Gordon. “The welcoming, caring and deeply engaged community
in Seward is one of the reasons it is such a healthy, sought out and thriving place to live. Its natural assets, including the amazing
river gorge and its connected community where people authentically care about one another are equally priceless.”
“I am thrilled to know that the Seward Neighborhood has been selected as one of five Great Neighborhoods in America. When
I first moved to Minnesota, I was a proud resident of this thriving and vibrant community,” said Council Member Abdi Warsame.
“Seward became my home as it is today for more than 1,000 new East African immigrants. Its strong sense of community and its
commitment to diversity and inclusion make Seward one of the most welcoming neighborhoods in the region.”
“The Seward neighborhood’s history of creative placemaking and diverse, inclusive culture has made it a wonderful place to
live, work and play,” said Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Commissioner Scott Vreeland, who represents the Seward
neighborhood. “It has a bright future as an urban community that works well for everyone.”
Seward officially received its Great Neighborhood award from the APA at the Seward
Neighborhood Group Annual Meeting on Wednesday, November 8th during the Taste of Seward.
Since launching the Great Places in America program in 2007, APA has recognized 275
neighborhoods, streets, and public spaces around the country. Designees are selected annually
and represent the gold standard in terms of having a true sense of place, cultural and historical
interest, community involvement, and a vision for the future. This is the fifth designation for the
Minneapolis-St.Paul area. In past years, the Grand Rounds, Rice Park, Summit Avenue and the
Minneapolis Kenwood neighborhood have also received Great Places designations. For more
details: https://www.planning.org/greatplaces/neighborhoods/2017/seward/

Photos: Liza Davitch
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MEET HILAIRE MOUSSOUGAN
Business Owner, Riverside Shell

by Marilyn Matheny

Meet Hilaire Moussougan, he is the co-owner of Riverside Shell
at 2817 Riverside Avenue. Hilaire came to the United States on
November 12, 1998 from Benin, a French-speaking country on
the west coast of Africa. He says he will never forget the day he
arrived— there were piles of snow everywhere. He had seen snow
only once before as a 9-year-old boy, when his family traveled to
Paris, France.
Hilaire began working at the Riverside station in 2010, when the
previous general manager hired him as an auto tech. Before that
he had worked at Electra Tune on Lake Street for twelve years.
Many of his customers came with him to the new location. In
2013 he took over the management of the Riverside station,
the business picked up, and in May 2016 he and his wife
purchased the station.
What has been his experience in Seward?
He had heard that the Seward neighborhood had a history of being a tough place
in the past but also heard it had gotten
better since the 80’s. He says that the
Seward Co-op manager is very helpful and
sends many people to him. He has acquired
new customers from the University of
Minnesota and Fairview hospitals. He has
had some problems with school kids stealing
his candy and he lost a lot of money from
that. He had to initiate a policy of only one
child at a time in the store.

Photo:
Marilyn Matheny

You can find Hilare’s story and those of other Seward neighbors
online at #WeAreSeward on Facebook and Instagram.
Discover all
that is Seward
at www.sng.org

METROPLACE

Seward Neighborhood Condo-Community

By Caitlin Boley

Metroplace Condominium building on Franklin Avenue has been the home of community builders
and local entrepreneurs since 1982. The inclusive and diverse group of owners and renters within Metroplace is a reflection of our community in the Seward Neighborhood. Metroplace believes
in local investment through home ownership. While our condominium building is market rate
housing, our owners tend to be drawn to the affordability as well as the Seward neighborhood.
The majority of the units are owner occupied.
Being good to each other is important to us and we achieve this through social events and
local engagement. With a shared common deck on the second floor, we often have both impromptu
gatherings as well as a community pumpkin-carving event in the fall. We consider our first floor commercial spaces an extension of our
community and are very proud to share a space with them. Neighbors may have noticed our updated LED lighting outside and throughout
the building; not only did this update contribute to the safety of shopkeepers on our first floor, but it also provided owners a way to significantly decrease our communal energy footprint. Metroplace strives to create an inclusive, safe and peaceful home where all people are
welcome to build a healthy life. Our residents range in age from 3 months to octogenarians and everywhere in between. We support one
another; we look after one another. When one does well, we all do better.
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MAKING SEWARD STREETS SAFER
A Recap of the Planning for Seward Safe Routes to School
by Matthew Hendricks

Several intersections throughout Seward saw changes this summer.
These changes were the result of a four-year-long ‘Safe Routes to
School’ (SRTS) planning effort spearheaded by local residents and
parents at Seward Montessori. Below is a timeline:
Fall 2013 – SNG commissioned a task force of residents to review
safety issues along neighborhood streets.
May 2014 – SNG discussed changing the stop signs at 26th Street
and 29th Avenue and testing a closure of 29th Avenue at the
Greenway to evaluate how it works.
Fall 2014 – Seward Montessori parents provided input on safety
concerns and their preferred routes to school.
December 2014 – City reversed stop signs at 26th Street and 29th
Avenue, making crossing 26th Street safer.
May 2015 – City installed test closure of 29th Avenue.
Spring 2016 – Seward parents secured grant from Allina for a schoolbased bike fleet, enabling teachers to lead class rides.
June 2016 – SNG hosted a meeting on SRTS implementation. SNG
members voted in favor of making the closure permanent.
January 2017 – Minneapolis Transportation and Public Works
committee voted to make 29th Avenue closure permanent.
Summer 2017 – Traffic circles, curb bump-outs, and pavement
markings installed along 29th Avenue and 24th Streets.

STAY CLOSE TO HOME THIS HOLIDAY.
FOR LOCAL, ORGANIC & SUSTAINABLE MEATS
AND PRODUCE, SHOP SEWARD CO-OP.

2823 E. Franklin Ave. | Minneapolis
& 317 E. 38th St. | Minneapolis

What is the purpose of this new infrastructure?
Curb bump-outs: Help drivers see pedestrians who are waiting to cross
the street and discourage fast turns around corners, reducing crashes.
Traffic Circles: Reduce regional traffic on residential streets and reduce
speeds along the corridor.

Photos:
Matthew Hendricks

Pavement markings: Provide a visual signal to drivers that the street is
a bike-friendly route.
Protected bike lanes (Franklin Avenue east of 29th Avenue): Reduce
the number of westbound lanes on Franklin, making Franklin easier
to cross on foot. Discourage excessive speeds along Franklin Avenue
by narrowing traffic lanes
This project was possible thanks to dozens of volunteers, as well
as staff from Minneapolis Public Schools, the City of Minneapolis,
Hennepin County, MNDot, and Alta Planning + Design.
If you have any questions about the SRTS process, or if you want to
get involved with class rides or learn-to-ride sessions, please contact
Matthew Hendricks at hendricks612@gmail.com.
A special thanks to all of the parents, staff, and community volunteers who participated in
the planning, and who are helping with class rides and safety curriculum. Here’s a partial
list of the people involved: Lisa Austin, Fiona Avocado, Matthew Bachler, Simon Blenski,
Christine Brand, Jennifer Bordon, Bob Byers, Kerry Cashman, Brian Cornell, Julie Danzl,
Jim Davnie, Mary Delander, Dana Dickman, Theresa Donnelly, Brennan Furness, Robin
Garwood, Carissa Glatt, Cam Gordon, Tammy Goetz, Jessica Grabe, Jenifer Hager, Bob Hain,
Forrest Hardy, Colin Harris, Ann-Marie Heidman, Lisa Herr, Soren Jensen, Andrew Johnson,
Mark Kaufman, Ray Larson, Sheldon Mains, Bruce Martens, Andy Martinson, Steve Mosing,
John Moulder, Hillary Oppmann, Matt Orzechowski, Guido Palma, John Roper-Batker, Mike
Schmidt, Renata Scholtz, Rolf Scholtz, Addie See, Matt Shipman, Tracy Singleton, Marcela
Sotela, Joe Sturm, Emily Titus, Alex Tsatsoulis, Rich VanSickle, Jody Volk, Ben Walen, Abdi
Warsame, Ken Webb, Dick Westby, Doug Wise, and Kelley Yemen.

And about that Bike BLVD symbol ...
A bicycle boulevard is a lower-volume, lower-speed
street that has been optimized for bicycle traffic.
The purpose of a bicycle boulevard is to provide
bicyclists, especially those who are not comfortable
riding on busy streets a safer and more relaxing
place to ride. A bicycle boulevard goes the extra step
to provide safe crossings and encourage motorists to
travel at slow speeds. Bicycle boulevards are designated
with several pavement markings that include this
large bicycle symbol with the text “BLVD.”
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FRANKLIN/CEDAR/MINNEHAHA:
Navigating the Intersection
by Doug Wise

This has been one of the most dangerous intersections for cars,
bicycles and pedestrians for a long time. The Seward Neighborhood
Group’s efforts to improve the intersection began back in 2000 with
the Franklin LRT Task Force and the Franklin – Cedar /Riverside Station
Area Master Plan adopted in 2001. After three failed attempts to make
improvements, construction finally took place this last summer.
The changes include the closing of Minnehaha Avenue north of Franklin
Avenue, installation of a left turn lane from southbound Cedar Avenue
to 22nd Street, repaving, and the installation of medians at the intersection. The left turn lanes on Franklin Avenue have been aligned to
improve visibility of oncoming traffic. The medians provide pedestrian
islands to shorten the crossings.
Preliminary data indicates the changes to the intersection are successful in improving safety for cars, bicycles and pedestrians. The one
exception appears to be northbound traffic on Minnehaha Avenue
turning left onto Franklin Avenue. A number of cars have been making
illegal U-turns around the median on Franklin Avenue. In order to correct
this problem, the County has installed signage directing the traffic onto
22nd Street and then northbound on Cedar Avenue. Northbound traffic
on Minnehaha Avenue wishing to go north on Cedar Avenue or west on
Franklin Avenue must turn left onto 22nd Street.
Another change is that westbound traffic on Franklin Avenue can no
longer turn left onto Minnehaha Avenue. Westbound traffic on Franklin
Avenue wishing to go south on Minnehaha Avenue should turn left on
Cedar Avenue and then left again on 22nd Street.

Aerial Map Photo:
Doug Wise
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Seward Neighborhood Group 2017 Re view

SEWARD’S 2017 YEAR IN REVIEW
• Chosen as one of America’s “Great Places” by the American Planning Association.
• Organized 2 neighborhood clean-ups.
• Hosted King’s Fair, our biennial neighborhood celebration for all in Matthews Park.
• Created online #WeAreSeward campaign promoting inclusivity throughout the neighborhood.
• 5th Annual Garden tour followed by community celebration in a neighborhood back yard.
• History Committee sponsored nine free walks during July and August and two talks on Seward history
by Rick Musser in April.
• Co-sponsored the second annual interfaith Iftar at Bethany Lutheran Church.
• Walking tour of Franklin Avenue highlighting our East African businesses.
• Helped secure community input on changes to Matthews Park.
• Organized the Winter Frolic including an evening of local performance artists on Friday and a lighting
ceremony, City/County Chorus, hay rides and a candle lit parade around Triangle Park with
Santa Claus on Saturday!
• Continued work on:
- Building bridges between residents of Seward Towers and the wider community.
- A safer pedestrian access between Seward Towers West and Triangle Park.
- Neighborhood enhancing redevelopment of Seward Commons.
- Review of requests for rezoning, conditional use permits, variances and expansion of
nonconforming uses.
- A variety of home improvement loan programs.
- Administrative support of Hub of Heaven Community Garden.
• Grew SNG’s online presence!
• Worked with Seward Montessori School and the Safe Routes to School committee to complete bicycle
and pedestrian improvements to 24th Street and 29th Avenue. Successfully obtained approval from
the city to make the closure of 29th Avenue at the Midtown Greenway permanent.
• Received approval from Hennepin County for crosswalk on Franklin Avenue at 24th Avenue to improve
pedestrian safety.
• Completed improvements to the Franklin/Cedar/Minnehaha Avenue intersection and separated bikeways
on 20th Avenue and Franklin Avenue from Riverside Avenue to the river.
• Actively participated in the Reconnecting Neighborhoods project led by Seward Redesign.
• Reduced the cost for home energy audits and offered rebates to homeowners completing improvements.
• Increased our presence at Franklin Open Streets including a map of the world project.
• Coordinated Garage Sale Days in May.
• Distributed the print version of The Profile Quarterly to 4000 homes and businesses.
• Supported over 35 Block Parties on National Night Out.
• Seward Longfellow Restorative Justice Partnership conducted the restorative conference process for
more than 40 youth.
SEWARD NEIGHBORHOOD GROUP • 2323 E. Franklin Ave. Mpls., MN 55406 • 612-338-6205
www.sng.org • www.Sewardarts.org
.
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Keep up with neighborhood events, meetings, and issues at The Forum.
Join today at: http://bit.ly/sewardforum
Check out Seward’s other “virtual” properties at: http://goo.gl/Xa6AR

Boneshaker Books’ Top Book Picks for 2017
Boneshaker Books is an all-volunteer community bookstore,
located at 23rd and Franklin in Seward since 2011. The store
has a free meeting room and offers bicycle book delivery.
Open daily from 11am to 8pm.
HOW TO KILL A CITY, Peter Moskowitz
ELECTRIC ARCHES, Eve Ewing
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THE SIOUX CHEF’S INDIGENOUS KITCHEN, Sean Sherman
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Join Your Neighbors Online

at the Seward Neighborhood Online Forum!

ALWAYS TIME FOR A GOOD BOOK

ANTIFA THE ANTI-FASCIST HANDBOOK, Mark Bray
A IS FOR ACTIVIST, Innosanto Nagra
EMERGENT STRATEGY, Adrienne Marie Brown
OCTOBER, China Miéville
MEANWHILE, ELSEWHERE: SCIENCE FICTION AND FANTASY
FROM TRANSGENDER WRITERS,
Cat Fitzpatrick & Casey Plett

