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The Seward Profile, a publication of the  
Seward Neighborhood Group (SNG),  
strives to keep neighborhood residents, 
businesses, property owners and organizations  
informed of what’s happening in Seward  
and assist SNG in building and sustaining 
a strong, diverse, and vibrant community.

As a typical Seward endeavor, the Profile 
relies on volunteers to plan each issue, 
create copy, sell ads, and prepare the  
printed edition for mailing.  We welcome  
your suggestions and would welcome your  
time and energy even more.  

To get involved, contact us at profile@sng.org  
or Seward Profile, 2323 E. Franklin Avenue,  
Minneapolis, 55406.
Upcoming issue and deadline
 Spring issue 2019  
Copy and advertising deadline:  
 Friday, February 8, 2019
In homes and businesses: 
 February 25-28, 2019

If you or someone you know would like a  
written translation of the Profile Quarterly,  
please contact profile@sng.org or call 
612-338-6205.

Editors and Staff Writers, and Volunteers: 
Kerry, Liza, Bruce, Peter, Elina, and Alexis
Design: Marne

E-mail: profile@SNG.org
Printer: Smart Set
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Discover all 
that is Seward

at www.sng.org

The Seward Spread Joy Fund
The Seward Spread Joy Fund (SSJF) has been made available by an anonymous 
donor for distribution by the Seward Neighborhood Group. The SSJF is intended to 
help create unique and lasting experiences for members of the community. Each 
year the SSJF will award a grant of up to $1,000 to a Seward resident who yearns 
to do something that is just beyond their budget. The lucky recipient of this yearly 
grant will be drawn at the Seward Neighborhood Group’s Annual Meeting —The 
Taste of Seward — in November. Applications and information are available at    
https://sng.org/seward-spread-joy-fund/. Deadline to apply is November 1, 2018.

 It’s 20 Years! The Annual Seward Winter Frolic  
& Art Crawl is the place to be! Don’t miss the excitement!

SNG’s Annual “Taste of Seward” Get-Together
SNG will hold its annual meeting on Wednesday, November 7th in the Seward Montessori
School lunchroom. In addition to the traditional community potluck supper, silent auction 
and time to socialize, SNG will report on the highlights of its 2018 program year and
choose the new Spread Joy Fund recipient. Elections for the SNG’s Board of Directors 
will also by held. Mark your calendars now for this community event. Everyone who lives, 
works, or owns property in Seward is automatically a member of SNG. Although we always 
welcome financial support, membership in SNG is free.This is a “zero waste” event; please 
bring your own plates, utensils and cups. For more information about SNG, the Annual 
Meeting, or serving on the Board of Directors, contact Kerry Cashman, SNG’s Executive 
Director at 612-338-6205, ext. 119 or email her at kerry@sng.org.
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Mississippi Gorge Regional Park Master Planning
The Mississippi Gorge Regional Park is approximately 132 acres of land area flanking both the east and west banks of the  
Mississippi River, from just south of Bridge No. 9 to the north edge of Minnehaha Regional Park. The Minneapolis Park and  
Recreation Board is more than six months in to coordinating the master planning process for this park. This park area’s current 
master plan is more than two decades old. The planning process will go into mid-December. This master planning aims to identify 
and prioritize rehabilitation and recreation projects, while considering historical, cultural, visual, social, ecological, and park safety 
impacts on parkland and the adjacent Mississippi River. Visit the Master Plan website to learn more: bit.ly/mississippigorge  
Initial park design concepts are now available for review and comment. Park users are invited to participate in a survey about  
preliminary planning concepts for the following areas of the park: Franklin Flats, East River Flats, Oak Savanna next to 36th  
Street, Annie Young Meadow (formerly Lower Riverside Park), and Bohemian Flats. The concepts incorporate feedback from the 
Community Advisory Committee, the Project Advisory Committee, public listening sessions, open house events and emails from 
interested community members. This survey will be online through October 25: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/9Y7PTCQ 
You are also welcomed to direct your ideas for the park’s future by contacting Seward Neighborhood Group’s member on the  
Community Advisory Committee: Alexis Troschinetz, alexis.manda@gmail.com  Please contact Alexis before either of the next  
two CAC meetings on November 5 and December 10. 

by Alexis Troschinetz

Seward’s Annual Lighting Ceremony
Join your neighbors for this magical family event.  Whether you hop on the wagon for a hayride, 
warm your hands by our bonfire or just enjoy the beauty of the lights with your neighbors, this event 
reminds us all why we love Seward.  We start the evening with the lighting of the trees and then sit 
around the bonfire and enjoy the music of the City/County Chorus.  There will be a hayride for all 
and if you are lucky Santa may be there and join you in song.  The festivities go from 5 PM- 6 PM 
on Saturday, December 1st.

Photos: Liza Davitch
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FREE HOME ENERGY AUDITS &
0% INTEREST LOANS AVAILABLE

Home energy audits are available free for Seward residents 
who meet the below income limits, and at the reduced cost 
of $30 for Install Visits and $50 for Enhanced Visits for those 
above the income limits. 

• Install Visits help homeowners identify and implement energy savings 
($30) opportunities in their homes. The visit will include the direct install 
of energy-saving materials where possible, including high-efficiency 
showerheads, faucet aerators, door weather stripping, a water heater 
blanket, programmable thermostats and LED light bulbs. 

• Enhanced Visits ($30), in addition to the above, includes a blower 
door test to check for air leaks, visual inspection of insulation levels 
with use of infrared camera as weather permits, heating system and hot 
water heater combustion safety tests and a report to the homeowner on 
recommended energy upgrades.

For more information, contact Beth Greeninger at (612) 335-5874 or 
bgreeninger@mncee.org.

ENERGY LOANS 
- Property owners who have had an energy audit within the last three 
years with a household income under $94,300 can borrow up to 
$10,000 at 0% interest. All 1-4 unit properties are eligible (do not have 
to be owner occupied). Eligible improvements include attic air sealing, 
attic insulation, wall insulation, and health and safety issues addressed 
when performing the insulation work.

The Seward Neighborhood Group will provide  
a rebate up to $200 in addition to utility rebates  
and tax credits for home owners making  
improvements recommended by the audit.

by Doug Wise, SNG’s Housing Coordinator

JOIN US AT THE SNG SILENT AUCTION  
ON NOV 7TH AT TASTE OF SEWARD!
On November 7th SNG host our annual Taste of Seward in the 
lunchroom of Seward Montessori School.

Items Available for bidding:

   • Tickets to local theatres
   • Artwork by local artists
   • Handmade jewelry
   • Made in MN haircare, bath & body
   • Gift cards to local restaurants
      and cafes
   • Bid on work by local handymen
   • Handcrafted Pottery
   • Gift cards for local exercise
       and wellness centers
   • Much-looked-for collectibles



Discover all  
that is Seward  
at www.sng.org
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NEIGHBORS MAKING SEWARD SAFER

Safety walks make a big difference! Thank you so much to all Sewardites 
who have ventured in a different direction from their usual walking  
routes in Seward to come visit Evergreen Street between 23rd and 25th 
Avenues and the area around 9th St. E. 
Your presence has truly made a difference! Neighbors have reported 
seeing less suspicious activity overall as the summer went on and the 
walking continued. Some of these neighbors are truly on the front lines 
of witnessing crime and have definitely seen less crime & had to make 
fewer calls to 911 because of your neighborly walking.  We welcome you 
to keep visiting our nooks of Seward and keep the positive through-traffic 
happening.   
Grab your dog and/or your friends and neighbors and walk the neighbor-
hood.  Use the time to meet new neighbors, check out fall decorations 
and create a safer place for everyone.  It doesn’t matter how long you 
walk just so you are out there showing that we in Seward care about  
each other.

by Kerry Cashman and Alexis Troschinetz

Volunteers needed
Do you have skills in mechanical, electrical or computer repair, 
soldering, sewing or general tinkering?  We need volunteers to  
help others learn to repair their items. Contact Nancy Lo at  
nancy.lo@hennepin.us or 612-348-9195.

Hennepin County Fix-It Clinic

hennepin.us/FixItClinic  |  facebook.com/HennepinEnvironment

34-602-04-18

Hennepin County
Environment and Energy

612-348-3777

Bring in small household appliances, clothing, electronics and more. 
With free guided assistance, you can disassemble, troubleshoot and 
fix your item.

No pre-registration required. Items must be carry-in-sized. Bring any 
parts and supplies that might be helpful. This event is family friendly!

Events are held monthly. Check back for additional dates.

Examples of what to bring: lamp, vacuum cleaner, fan, paper 
shredder, electric kettle, sewing machine, toy, clothing, blender, 
mixer, wooden chair, smartphone, laptop, jewelry.

Saturday 

October 13
Noon - 4 p.m.
Last items accepted at 3:30 p.m. 
Burroughs Elementary School 
1601 West 50th Street, Minneapolis

Saturday 

November 10
Noon - 4 p.m.
Last items accepted at 3:30 p.m. 
Seward Montessori School 
2309 28th Avenue South, Minneapolis

Sunday

December 16
Noon - 4 p.m.
Last items accepted at 3:30 p.m. 
Brookview Community Center 
316 Brookview Pkwy S, Golden Valley

Don’t trash it – Fix-It!

FREE

SNG HAS A NEW COMMUNITY ORGANIZER:
MEET SAM GRAF! 
Such wonderful news to have a new Community Organizer such as 
Sam. Many of the issues that drew Sam 
into community work revolved around the 
hyper-local ways in which communities 
shape and are shaped by their environment. 
Sam moved to Minneapolis from Milwaukee 
in 2014 and started working as an envi-
ronmental educator, regularly taking Twin 
Cities school groups out on the Mississippi 
River and into surrounding greenspaces. 
In his work with the Backyard Phenology 
arts collective, his orbit intersected artists, scientists, volunteers, and 
educators working towards a shared goal of documenting how climate 
change is impacting our local communities. Sam is very interested to 
connect with anyone who lives, works, plays, or prays in Seward and 
has an interest in improving the quality of life in the community.



Ken Webb
Owner & Founder

(612) 440-9097 
ken@homeproudhandyworks.com
www.homeproudhandyworks.com 

Helping you  

be proud of your home.

Serving the Metro Twin Cities, MN
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COMMERCIAL TRUCK PARKING 
IN THE SEWARD NEIGHBORHOOD

Potential safety hazards resulting from truck parking on streets in the 
Seward neighborhood have been an issue for a number of years and  
have become worse in the last couple of years. Recently, the Seward 
Neighborhood Group (SNG) together with concerned neighbors and 
business owners contacted City Council Member Cam Gordon’s office 
and established a Task Force to find an equitable, affordable, solution 
to the on-street truck parking issues in the neighborhood.

The Truck Parking Task Force met on September 5th, attendance  
included residents, business owners, City Public Works staff and Robin 
Garwood from Council Member Gordon’s office.  Business owners  
discussed their frustrations with semi-truck parking in front of their  
businesses not leaving any space for customers and employees.

Robin Garwood is researching some possible ways to further restrict 
truck parking. These include placing time limits on the parking and 
establishing critical parking zones that restrict parking.

Currently, commercial truck parking is only allowed on blocks with  
industrial or commercial zoning on both sides of the street. Streets 
where truck parking is prohibited are shown in red on the map below. 
If trucks are parked on any of these streets, residents are asked to call 
311 to report the trucks. There is also a 311 app available for smart 
phones. 

by Doug Wise, SNG’s Housing Coordinator

STUDY BUDDIES  
AT SEWARD TOWERS EAST AND WEST 

Join Study Buddies and be matched with a student living in the  
Seward Towers to strengthen their academic skills while building  
a positive and lasting relationship. 
Commonond provides tailored curriculum and activities to  
structure your time with your buddy, as well as tutor trainings  
and on-site staff support, to ensure you have the tools you  
need to make an impact

Visit www.commonbond.org/volunteer to learn more and apply.

Time commitment:
 • 90 minutes weekly (Weekly attendance is important for  
     this program for create positive outcomes)
• Programming typically occurs 
    sometime in the late-afternoon 
    to early-evening, Mondays 
    through Thursdays
• Volunteers commit to the 
    length of a school-year
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SEWARD’S 2018 YEAR IN REVIEW - THE HIGHLIGHTS
• Collaborated with local Mosque to host an Interfaith Iftar with over 200 residents attending.

• Organized Earth Day clean up at 3 local sites with nearly 75 volunteers.

• Worked to make National Night Out events at Seward Towers East and West zero waste.

• Succeeded in convincing public works to add Bump outs on Franklin at 24th Ave. for improved  
   pedestrian safety.

• Increased our attendance and doubled our income for the Seward Garden Tour.

• The SNG History Committee’s publication on the history of Seward neighborhood is printed and ready for sale.

• Promoted independent walking groups to increase neighborhood safety.

• Neighborhood liaison to the Reconnecting Neighborhoods project.

• Collaboration with the Minneapolis Park Board into the planning for the Mississippi River Gorge.

• Ongoing work with city staff, business leaders and neighbors on the issue of truck parking in Seward.

• Community bonfire and hayride at the annual lighting ceremony in Triangle Park.

• Increased artist participation and attendance at the annual Seward Winter Frolic.

• Working with the city on the “Wall of Forgotten Natives,” the Hiawatha homeless encampment.

SEWARD NEIGHBORHOOD GROUP • 2323 E. Franklin Ave. Mpls., MN 55406 • 612-338-6205
www.sng.org • www.Sewardarts.org
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FRANKLIN AVENUE BUMPOUTS  
MAKE CROSSING EASIER

Hennepin County is testing temporary PedRail bump-outs in anticipation of putting permanent  
concrete bump-outs on Franklin Avenue at 24th Avenue in 2020. The bump-outs are designed to 
make the intersection safer for people walking, biking, driving and using transit.

The bump-outs shorten the distance you’re exposed to vehicles while crossing Franklin Avenue by 
about one third. They encourage people turning right off Franklin to slow down,  and make it easier 
for people driving to see people waiting to cross, and vice versa. They are built to withstand being  
hit by vehicles without causing severe damage.

The bump-outs do not change traffic control at the intersection — people driving are always required 
by law to stop for pedestrians crossing the road at an intersection, whether there is a marked cross-
walk or not. Of course, be sure it is safe and that drivers are stopping for you before you cross.

Hennepin County would like to know what you think about the bump-outs. Since this is an exper-
iment with a new product ahead of a potential permanent bump-out, your feedback is especially 
important. You can visit Hennepin.us/PedRail or contact bike and pedestrian planner Dan Patterson 
at dan.patterson@hennepin.us or (612) 348-3009.

Seward Neighborhood Group, the Sierra Club and Seward Redesign approached the county about 
making Franklin Avenue safer and easier to cross in this stretch. Working with them, the City of  
Minneapolis and Metro Transit, the county was awarded federal funding to install permanent con-
crete bump-outs here in 2020. The temporary bump-outs were installed as a temporary low-cost 
safety improvement. They are expected to remain until permanent bump-outs go in if they work  
well and are durable.

by Dan Patterson, Bicycle and Pedestrian Planner
                               Hennepin County, Public Works

Photos of Franklin Avenue Bumpouts:
 Dan Patterson
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The Seward Winter Frolic & Art Crawl
Saturday and Sunday, December 1-2 
A 19-year tradition in Seward that showcases artists in various locations in the neighborhood: from businesses, 
artists’ homes and studios, to arts buildings and galleries. Find a unique gift you can’t find anywhere else,  
made by neighbors and friends. 
Here are some of the participating artists:

Articulture, 2613 E Franklin Ave.

Artists’ Home, 2925 40th Ave. S,.

• Molly Keenan & Aaron Lichtov, mixed media collage

Bethany Lutheran Church, 2511 E. Franklin Ave.

• Karen Grimm, upcycled gifts

• Betsy Hsiao, original block prints

• Mary Lee Krahn, hand-crafted jewelry

• Ann Rolle Kreider, felt mittens & products

• Elizabeth Murphy, geometric pen drawings

• Mayamade, botanical apothecarist

• Linda Morse, soda-fired ceramics

• Amanda Pearson Art, dots and thread art

• She’s All Hat, hand-knitted hats

• Helen Schmidt, polymer clay boxes & beads

• Kathryn Teegarden, functional pottery 

Faith Mennonite, 2720 E. 22nd St.

• Meg Erke, mixed media art

• Karla Hovde, paper-cutting art

• Dan Leisen, North Shore photography

• Charlie Thompson, wooden kitchenware

• Leann E. Johnson/Lea-Way Designs, LLC, tile art & jewelry

Ivy Building, 2637 27th Ave. S.

• Anna Carlson, printmaking (#233)

• Bert Casperson, traditional & funky pottery (by #210)

• Karen Fonkert, handmade jewelry (TBD)

• Susan Kolstad, mixed media (#233)

• Kat Lange, watercolor & acrylic paintings (#210)

• Susan Rotilie, silver jewelry (#236)

• Treden Wagoner, oil painting (#236)

Nordic Guesthouse Arts, 2220 32nd Ave. S.

• Mandy Lodermeier & Marissa Brown, artisan soaps

• Georgina Frankel, calm photography

• Mette Nielsen, local cookbooks

• Kelsey Oseid, art & paper goods

• Cindy Syme, porcelain vessels

• Kelsey & Nick Wojciak, art

• Abby Wyckoff, textile gifts

Seward Montessori School, 2309 S. 28th Ave.

• Lisa Boehlke, photographic narratives

• Pegg Chirhart, Beagle’s First Christmas

• Carole Hallman, dyed & embellished clothing

• Dale Panton, fine art photography

• James Powell, comic art

• Virginia Spurrier, ceramics

• Pat Parnow, scenic photography

• Sally Wightkin, calligraphic art 

Pinwheel Arts, 2731 E. 25th St., 1st floor

• Kristi Ternes, unique gifts

For a detailed listing of locations and artists  
you can go to sewardarts.org/seward-winter-frolic.  
A map with detailed listings of  
artist locations and business  
activities will be available in  
local Seward businesses the  
week prior to the Frolic.
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Leann E. Johnson/Lea-Way Designs  
Tile art and jewelry, Faith Mennonite

Pat Parnow
European scenic photography, Seward Montessori School

Charlie Thompson
Wooden kitchenware, Faith MennoniteKaren Fonkert

Handmade jewelry, Ivy Building Anna Carlson
Printmaking and textiles, Ivy Building #233

Meg Erke 
Mixed media art celebrating the outdoors, Faith Mennonite

Dan Leisen 
Northshore nature photography, Faith Mennonite

Kat Lange
Watercolor and Acrylic Paintings, Ivy Building

Karen Grimm
Upcycled Gifts, Bethany Lutheran Church

Lisa Boehlke
Photographic Narratives, Seward Montessori School
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Minneapolis 2040 is a draft Comprehensive Plan that shapes how the city will grow and change.  
The draft covers topics such as housing, job access, the design of new buildings, and how we use our streets.
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The draft plan reflects the result of two years of engagement with the people of Minneapolis, including over 50  
meetings and conversations with thousands of residents, business owners and others. This feedback directly helped  
the City Council establish priorities and inform the content of the draft plan. To review and comment on the plan please 
visit www.Minneapolis2040.com or send an email to 2040@minneapolismn.gov.
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TIME FOR A GOOD BOOK
Boneshaker Books’ Top Book Picks for 2018

Boneshaker Books is an all-volunteer community bookstore, 
located at 23rd and Franklin in Seward since 2011. The store 
has a free meeting room and offers bicycle book delivery. 
Open daily from 11am to 8pm.

HEART BERRIES, by Terese Marie Mailhot  
IF THEY COME FOR US, by Fatimah Asghar

LET’S TALK ABOUT LOVE, by Claire Kann

A QUICK AND EASY GUIDE TO THEY/THEM PRONOUNS,  
by Archie Bongiovanni and Tristan Jimerson 
   
DEAD GIRLS, by Alice Bolin

SING, UNBURIED, SING, by Jesmyn Ward 

CARCERAL CAPITALISM, by Jackie Wang

SO YOU WANT TO TALK ABOUT RACE, 
by Ijeoma Oluo

Seward 
History Book
Release Party
The Seward history  
book release party 
for the long-awaited  
Seward history book  
will beheld at the  
Co-op Creamery.  
More information soon!


