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Services • Community • Arts • Music • Food • Theatre • Crafts • Dance

SEWARD WINTER FROLIC & ART CRAWL

THE BIG SEWARD FUNDRAISER,
SNG’s 2019 YEAR IN REVIEW, 
& THE SPREAD JOY FUND

THE ANNUAL MEETING, GREAT READS,
& NEED-TO-KNOW NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS

MAHA PEACE POLE

Join us and become part of what makes 
Seward a vibrant community for all!
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The Seward Profile, a publication of the  
Seward Neighborhood Group (SNG), strives  

to keep neighborhood residents, businesses, 

property owners and organizations informed  

of what’s happening in Seward and assist  

SNG in building and sustaining a strong,  

diverse, and vibrant community.

As a typical Seward endeavor, the  
Profile relies on volunteers to plan each  
issue, create copy, sell ads, and prepare  
the printed edition for mailing.  We  
welcome your suggestions and would 
welcome your time and energy even more.  

To get involved, contact us at profile@sng.org  
or Seward Profile, 2323 E. Franklin Avenue,  
Minneapolis, 55406.

Upcoming Issue and Deadline

 Spring Issue 2020  

Copy and ad deadline: 

 Friday, March 6, 2020

In homes and businesses: 

 April 10-11, 2020

If you or someone you know would like a  
written translation of the Profile Quarterly,  
please contact profile@sng.org or call 
612-338-6205.

For this Issue:

Editors, writers, and volunteers are ...  

Sam, Emily, Allison, Caren, Bruce and Michele.

Design: Marne.

e-mail:profile@SNG.org
Printer: Smart Set
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Discover all 

that is Seward

at www.sng.org

The Seward Spread Joy Fund
The Seward Spread Joy Fund (SSJF) has been made available by 
an anonymous donor for distribution by the Seward Neighborhood 
Group. The SSJF is intended to help create unique and lasting  
experiences for members of the community. Each year the SSJF  
awarded a grant of up to $1,000 to a Seward resident who yearns 
to do something that is just beyond their budget. 

The lucky recipient of this yearly grant will be drawn at the Seward  
Neighborhood Group’s Annual Meeting —The Taste of Seward —  
on November 6th. 

 
Applications and information are available at https://sng.org/seward- 
spread-joy-fund/. Deadline to apply is October 18, 2019.

A celebration of art & community! 

The Seward Winter Frolic 

Dec.7th, 10:00 am- 5:00 pm •  Dec. 8th, Noon-5:00 pm

Each year on the first Wednesday in November, the Seward Neighborhood Group (SNG) 
invites all of our members (the people who live, work, play, and pray in Seward) together 
for a community meal. The taste of Seward is at its simplest a neighborhood potluck and 

celebration of the work that members of our community are doing to build a stronger,  
more connected neighborhood. 

In addition to a community potluck - the Taste of Seward is an opportunity to learn more 

about the services offered by community organizations, decide on the design of the 2019 

Seward t-shirt, and vote new board members onto the SNG board! We will also be drawing 
to see who the winner of the Seward Spread Joy Fund will be! This event is a wonderful  
way to meet neighbors, learn about community resources, and celebrate our shared  
community. 

If you are interested  
in volunteering to  
help out at the event, 
please contact  
Sam Graf at 
sam@sng.org. 

It’s a 20-year tradition! In the Seward neighborhood, artists have  
been opening their studios and homes to show their arts and crafts.  
It started as a neighborhood art crawl in the autumn with a few artists 
and has now grown into an event that showcases over 80 artists  
located throughout the neighborhood along Franklin Avenue, local 
churches, the Montessori school, artist homes and studios at the  
Ivy Arts Building and other local galleries. This pre-holiday art sale  
is a great way to connect with and support the amazing array of 
 Seward artists.
 
For a detailed listing of locations and artists or for information on  
how to register to sell at the Seward Winter Frolic please visit  
sewardarts.org/seward-winter-frolic.

Taste of Seward & Annual Meeting 

Nov. 6th, 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

at Seward Montessori School

by Sam Graf

by Sam Graf
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As the daylight slips away by leaps and bounds, Seward wants to shed a little  
light and holiday cheer over Franklin Ave. Each year on the first weekend in  
December we light up the canopy of Triangle Park, creating a spectacular  

luminescence that hangs over the park in the darkest time of year.  
 
We would love to invite you and the whole Seward community to join us at  
the annual lighting ceremony at Triangle Park. We are honored to welcome  

the City/County Chorus from 5:30 - 6PM.  Our own Santa Erik Riese will  
host the switch-flipping ceremony for the holiday lights and then take the 
kids on a hayride around the park. If you get chilled, you can warm up by  
the bonfire.

Photos: Liza Davitch

Let the holidays begin ...  

Triangle Park Lighting Ceremony 
Dec.7th - 5:00pm - 6:00pm

On Sunday afternoon, September 22nd, the International Day of Peace weekend, over thirty Seward neighbors gathered on Milwaukee Avenue. 
They sang peace songs, dedicated the new Milwaukee Avenue peace pole, and recommitted themselves to peace. For two years, Milwaukee 

Avenue Peace Committee members Emily Goldberg, Denise Rouleau, and Caren Stelson spearheaded the peace pole project, asking  

neighbors and friends to contribute drawings that expressed what peace meant to them. Neighbor, artist and ceramicist Denise Rouleau  
spent hundreds of hours transferring these sketches to terra cotta clay tiles. Denise hand-carved each design into clay before firing and  
glazing the tile. Woodturner Tom Guelcher prepared the six-foot cedar post, routering out the frames for the tiles and adding a shingled roof 

and corbels to echo the design of historic Milwaukee Avenue houses. When the pole was finished, it was installed under a circle of trees near 
the mid-point of Milwaukee Ave’s pedestrian mall. Everyone walking by will notice this exquisite public work of art and perhaps ponder:  
What does peace mean to them?

The Sunday ceremony began with Milwaukee Avenue Homeowner Association’s (MAHA) president  
Garrett Peterson’s warm welcome and MAHA Vice-President Marne Zafar’s Dakota land  
acknowledgement and original blessing. With a short introduction by Peace Committee members,  
Denise unveiled the peace pole. The words, “May Peace Prevail on Earth,” on the front of the  

pole underscored the words of Don Simmons, the Civil Rights Director of CAIR (Council on  

American-Islamic Relations), MN Chapter. The celebration ended with cake, made possible  
with a generous donation from the Seward Co-op, Somali tea supplied by Capitol Café, music,  
streams of origami folded cranes, and the urgent reminder to keep working for peace, justice  
and connection.

A Celebration of Peace on Milwaukee Ave. 
“I’m gonna lay down my sword and shield, down by the riverside. I ain’t gonna study war no more.”

Photos: Liza Davitch

by Caren Stelson

by Sam Graf
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Dear Friends of SNG,

This summer we have been thrilled to  
host numerous Wednesday night walks  
throughout the neighborhood, the Garden  
Tour, viewing of the final game of the  
Women’s World Cup, two different 
neighborhood clean-ups and King’s Fair. 
These are the fun activities that a  
neighborhood group gets to organize  
and for us all to attend. 
We are proud of the work we do to create a community that supports each 
other. We are also proud to be a neighborhood that comes together when 
hard stuff happens.  
Lately, we are seeing increased public safety issues and livability problems.  
No one wants his or her car or garage broken into, or to see needles in  
the grass or hear gunshots at night. We want to help people who are faced 
with homelessness yet aren’t comfortable with public urination throughout 
the neighborhood. We need to be creative and join forces with other  
neighborhoods and organizations to deal with these issues. That is why 
SNG has joined the South Minneapolis Public Safety Committee. SMPC  
is working on a multi-jurisdiction plan to look at some of the root causes  
of our current public safety issues connected with affordable housing and 
lack of mental health support and addiction issues. 
We are proud to continue to pull our community together while we  
strategize for long term solutions. In order to do, this we need your  
support. We ask that you give financially to SNG and help us do all  
of our important work. Please – donate today. SNG  is a 501(c)3  
organization. All of your contribution is deductible for tax purposes.  
Thanks again for your support. If you have questions, neighborhood issues 
or just want to get involved, please feel free to email me at kerry@sng.org  
or call at 612-338-625 ext. 119. I would love to connect and get your  
feedback.

Sincerely,

Kerry Cashman
Executive Director

P.S. To celebrate our beautiful neighborhood and help build connections, anyone who  
donates $175 or more will be invited to attend a walk along the Winchell Trail in the  
Mississippi Gorge with a private naturalist. Those who pledge a recurring monthly gift of 
$15 or more will also be invited on the walk.

P.P.S  Make sure to join us on November 6th at the Taste of Seward! See details on page 2.
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SEWARD COMMUNITY MEMBERS  
WORK TOWARD PLASTICS WASTE REDUCTION

At the SNG Environment Committee’s September meeting, community  
members discussed one of the most complicated and systemic environ- 
mental issues; that is, reducing the amount of single-use plastic packaging 
of consumer products, especially food. A group of community members  
have been conducting their own informal research and meeting to develop 
ideas. 
 
Inevitably, the discussion about what we can do to abate plastic waste  
that is choking the world led us to question what kind of ancestors we want 
to be, what capabilities we have as a committee to help people who share 
these concerns find leadership positions in the community, and the role of 
the Seward Co-op in leading the way for plastics waste reduction. In fact,  
the topic has become part of Betsy Barnum’s agenda as she runs for the 
board of the Seward Co-op. 
 
“Our planet is facing multiple intersecting global crises that affect us in  
our community and everyday lives,” she said. “Plastic waste is one of these. 
As individuals, we can choose to avoid plastic to a degree, especially food 
packaging, but it is critical that we also use our individual and collective 
creativity to encourage retailers like Seward Co-op and producers of what  
we buy to dramatically reduce single-use plastic packaging.”
 
The Environment Committee is always welcoming new membership and 
would love to have more involvement in its efforts to promote plastic  
waste reduction in the neighborhood.  
To learn more, please contact us  
at emilyp.reno@gmail.com.

by Emily Reno

TAKE ACTION AND GET ON BOARD!

Do you live or work in Seward? Seward Neighborhood Group is searching for new board members — and we want you to run!  
Being on the SNG board means new opportunities to build relationships, and have a voice in how the neighborhood looks, feels, 
and stays connected.
 
We’re looking for diverse perspectives on the board — people of color, immigrants, refugees, renters, artists, young people, and 
people who have never thought about joining a board. That includes our neighbors who are under 18! The more our board reflects 
our community, the stronger it will be.
 
Board meetings happen on the 4th Wednesday of every month. Our board has conversations about things that are going on  
in our community and finds ways to help — through events that bring people together, donations when there is a community  
need, and more.
 
Interested in joining? You can run for the board by simply sending a short paragraph about yourself and why you’d like to join  
to Allison at allison.vandenberg92@gmail.com or Kerry@sng.org . Elections are happening at the Seward Annual Meeting on 
Wednesday, November 6th from 6-8:00 pm. The Annual Meeting is housed in the lunchroom of Seward Montessori School at
2309 28th Avenue South.
 
Not sure? Contact Allison to get connected to a current board member or contact Kerry if you want to talk to someone on staff  
at SNG. You can get all your questions answered.

2019 Board Members
Left to Right:
ChrisMclaughlin
Peter Fleck
Garrett Peterson
Rose James
Allison Vandenberg-Daves
Daniel Handeen
Marne Zafar
Emily Reno
Martha Rogers
Michael Trdan
Alexis Troschinetz
Julie Madden
Paige Priolo
Mohamud Farah and 
Lisa Boehlke (not pictured)

Photo: Liza Davitchby Allison Vandenberg-Daves

Discover all 
that is Seward
at www.sng.org
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GOING ON THEIR OWN ...  

SEWARD LONGFELLOW RESTORATIVE JUSTICE

SNG is proud to announce that after 15 years of infrastructure support

from SNG, Seward Longfellow Restorative Justice has become an  

independent 501(c)3.  This independence is due to the hard work  
of the staff and board of SLRJ. We are proud of their success and  
look forward to opportunities to continue to work together in the  
future. To contact SLRJ email michele@slrj.org or call 612-202-0027.

Boneshaker Books’  
2019 Top Bedtime Reads

for Young Adults & Children

MY LIFE AS  

AN ICE CREAM SANDWICH

by Ibi Zoboi  

PET by Akwaeke Emezi

SMALL IN THE CITY by Sydney Smith

SLRJ is a proud partner of this event.

To book tickets:

https://riskinglightfilm.eventbrite.com

The theater seats 700 people - let’s fill it up!



We all have plenty of stuff, but we can never have too much  
community! We are looking for volunteers to donate group activities 
for the Silent Auction. These are ways to come together to have fun, 
learn new skills or just feel good about participating. How about  
hosting a dinner party? Teaching an art class? Teaching a cooking 
class in your home?  If you are willing to host a gathering for people 
to bid on, please contact Sam@sng.org  These activities are only  
limited by our imaginations and our time.

VOLUNTEER AT EVENTS. DONATE ACTIVITIES.
CONNECT WITH YOUR NEIGHBORS!
Become part of our new, hosted Small
Community Events at SNG’s Silent Auction
taking place on Saturday, February 22nd

Live music. Great food. Extensive silent auction. Your friends and 
neighbors. Join your friends and neighbors and support SNG at this 
new exciting event at the Playwright’s Center. You’ll have a chance 
to bid on small community events such as a hosted dinner party or 
a cooking class at one of your neighbor’s homes. Tickets are $25 in 
advance and $30 at the door.

PARTY AT THE PLAYWRIGHT’S CENTER!
IT’S A BIG SEWARD FUNDRAISER  
Saturday, Feb. 22nd • 7- 10 pm

Discover all 
that is Seward

at www.sng.org

SNG’s 2019 YEAR IN REVIEW
THE HIGHLIGHTS!
• Brought together over 150 neighbors for a Women’s World Cup 
    Viewing Party.

• Filled Matthews Park with music and art for the 25th Annual Kings Fair.

• Organized 5 neighborhood clean-ups with over 200 volunteers helping 
    to pick up trash.

• The SNG History Committee reports that 1200 copies of “A People’s
    History of the Seward Neighborhood” have been sold and a third 
    printing is in the works. The book was selected for a national award
    for Leadership in History by the American Association for State and 
    Local History (AASLH).

• Celebrated 10 fantastic Seward Gardens at the annual neighborhood 
    Garden Tour and Party.

• Collaborated with Rawdah Community Center to host an interfaith 
    Iftar with over 200 in attendance.

• Advocated for safer Seward streets with the Bike and Pedestrian 
    Safety Plan.

• Welcomed over 100 new neighbors into Seward with “New Neighbor” 
    Welcome Packets.

• Worked with the South Minneapolis Public Safety Coalition on a 
    city-wide campaign to fund public safety initiatives focused on 
    street outreach and public space enhancement.

• SEWARD NEIGHBORHOOD GROUP 
   2323 E. Franklin Ave. Mpls., MN 55406 • 612-338-6205 • www.sng.org
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 Community 
Fundraiser 

for Ward 2 Council Member 
Cam Gordon
Monday, Nov. 18 • 6-9 pm

Birchwood Cafe 
3311 East 25th Street

612-296-0579
Prepared and paid for by 
Neighbors for Cam Gordon
Ruth Hvidston, treasurer
2744 41st Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55406

GREEN PARTY ENDORSED     MINNEAPOLIS CITY COUNCIL MEMBER, WARD 2

Justice Peace Ecology Democracy
Cadaalad Nabad sugan Cimilad caafimad leh Dimoqraadiyad
Justicia Paz Ecologia Democraticas
Công Ĺy Hŏa Biǹh Môi Sinh Dân Ch~u
Haqa Nagaa Naannooo Dimokraasii

TIME FOR A GOOD BOOK
Boneshaker Books’  
2019 Top Book Selections

Boneshaker Books is an all-volunteer  
community bookstore, located at 23rd  
and Franklin in Seward since 2011.  
The store has a free meeting room 
and offers bicycle book delivery. 
Open daily from 11am to 8pm.

ONCE & FUTURE 
by Amy Rose Capetta and Cori McCarthy  
THE WATER DANCER by Ta-Nehisi Coates

GRAND UNION by Zadie Smith

IN THE DREAM HOUSE: A MEMOIR 
by Carmen Maria Machado 

TRICK MIRROR: REFLECTIONS 
ON SELF-DELUSION
 by Jia Tolentino


